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7 E enſuing di iſeaurſe was not originally inten- 
ded for the Preſs, but its appearance in pub. 
1 lic, may be attributed ta the earneſt requeſt of a 
f number of Friends, obo heard it delivered fram 
| the Pulpit. 4 be candour of the public will I hope 
therefore ſuperſede, the neceſſity of any apolegy, for 
13 inſerted ſome expreſſions, or even a ſentence 
er tuo which were nat heard when it was firſt 
N ZLlivered. Indeed the manner in which the people 
/ | expreſſed their painfull feelings on that occaſion, 
; coliged me 10 omit ſome ſentences, and to conclude 
© foner than T intended. Hoping that the diſcourſe 
2 y in ſome meaſure prove uſeful to the public at 


large, as well as to my Friends in particular, I 


am not reluftant to comply with their requeſt, Ne- 
luctant did I ſay? Teonfeſs it affords me no ſmall 


5 — — * — — - — 


iv. 69 0 0G 


degree of fatifattion, to "have it in my power to 
gratify the ae: of my moſt beleved people, in 
leaving them this token of 1 my moſt cordial and af- 
feftionate regard, and publiſhing to the world the 
propriety 1 my conduct i In departing from them. 


With theſe views 3 fubnit it to the Perujel of 


the candid Reader; eſpecially to thoſe who have 


been acquai, nted 70! th my Freachi ng upwards of 
three ears. . bould what i is contained j in the ab. 


ſezuent bages, be condi 67 „0 N real happineſs 
of 4 | ngle Soul, IT ſhall be more than 7 e 


rewarded | for my labour. 


T. PARISH, 


FarmouTn, March 3d. 1790. 
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THE SUBSTANCE OF A 


IS ER NM O N, &c 


ACTS xx. 25, 26, 27: 


AND NOW BEHOLD, I KNOW THAT YE ALL 
AMONG WHOM 1 HAVE GONE PREACHING 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD; SHALL SEE MY 


FACE NO MORE, --- WHEREFORE I TAKE 


vo To RECORD THIS DAY, THAT I AM 
XZ PURE FROM THE BLOOD OF ALL MEN, === 


"2 FOR I HAVE NOT SHUNNED TO DECLARF 


F UNTO YOU ALL THE COUNSEL OF GOD. 


| A L THO the Apoſtle had been labouring 
3 at Epheſus, for the ſpace of three years, 


4 
Aluring which period his labours had been at 


1 


tended with ſingular ſucceſs; yet when he was 


perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake, he prudently 


withdrew into Macedonia. 


In this caſe he acted agrecable to that divine 
precept which ſays, * when they perſecute you 


in one city flee ye into another.” 


This ſnews that it may be both lawful, and 
expedient, for a Miniſter to depart from a place 


where he has been the inſtrument of doing 


much good; eſpecially if he be diſreſpectfully ? 
treated, and unjuſtly oppoſed, by thoſe who : 


ought to hold up his hands. 


The words of our text contain part of a moſt 


excellent ſermon, which St. Paul preached to 


the elders of the church of Epheſus, in which 


he points out, Firſt, His fidelity in preachin g the 


goſpel to them; Secondly, He intimates that 


he did not expect to ſhun the croſs by depart- 
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ing from Epheſus; but knew that bonds and 
afflictions were his lot in every city. Thirdly, 
He foretels the evil conſequences that ſhould 
follow his departure, that falſe teachers ſhould 


enter in among them, whom he calls griveous 


wolves, that would not ſpare but attempt to ſcat- 


: ter the flock; he alſo adds that of themſelves 


* ſhould men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things, to 


draw away diſciples after them. 


Theſe things the Apoſtle ſpoke by the ſpirit 


of inſpiration; by which he foreſaw and pre- 


1 dicted future events: I do not pretend to ſay 


F what ſhall be the fate of this Church, after my 


departure; (this is one of thoſe ſecret things 


which belong unto Gop,) however I am cer- 


tain, that no counſel ſhall ſtand, that is contra- 


; ry to the will of Gop; and if any of you are 


: ſecking to gratify your own tempers, and fulfil 


FF your own deſires, inſtead of purſuing the glory 
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of Gon, you may expect to ſmart for it anoth- 
er day. But let us attend to the words before 
us, in which we have, Firſt, A truth aſſerted, 
I have not ſhunned to declare all the counſel 
of Gop.” Secondly, a ſolemn appeal to their 
conſciences; © Wherefore I take you to record 
this day, that I am pure from the blood of all 
men.” Thirdly, an aſſurance of his final depar- 
ture; I know that ye all among whom I have 
gone preaching the kingdom of Gop, ſhall ſee 
my face no more.” I have made choice of this 
paſſage of holy writ becauſe it appears ſuitable 
to the profent occaſion ; therefore ſhall endea- 
yor to improve and apply it accordingly. 

And in the firſt place, let us attend to the 
truth aſſerted, “I have not ſhunned to declare 
&c.” Here we may obſerve, Firſt, That it is 
poſſible a Miniſter may be tempted on ſome oc- 


cafions to ſhun to declare the counſel of Gon. 
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This may ariſe either from a {laviſh fear, or a 
thirſt for popular applauſe. The fear of man 
in this caſe, 1s ſure to bring a ſnare; therefore 
when Jeremiah was appointed to declare the 


great truths of religion to the Jews, the Log p 


forbids him to be afraid of their faces, and in- 


forms him that he muſt ſpeak unto them, all 
that was commanded him. Jeremiah, 1. 7, 8. 
A thirſt for popularity, may prove equally as 
dangerous, and its conſequences may be as fa- 
tal as thoſe which ariſe from flaviſh fear, to 
which it is nearly related. The truths of Gop 
are oppoſite to the notions and ſentiments of 


carnal men, therefore when faithfully preach- 


ed, and properly vindicated, they will be likely 


to meet with vaſt oppoſition, and various accu- 
ſations will at various times, be brought 
againſt thoſe that are appointed to diſpence 


them. Therefore they who are anxiouy con- 


cerned to picale men, and render themſelves 
popular by ingratiating themſelves into the eſ- 
teem of their hearers, are m great danger of 
being induced to withold thoſe parts of divine 
truth, which are mott unpleaſing to human na- 
ture in its lapſed ſtate. Secondly, We may 
obſerve, that the counſel of Gop mult be de- 
clared whether men will hear it or not: © He 


that hath my word, let him ſpeak my word 


falthſully. Jer. xx111. 28.“ In this point I 


have endeavoured to diſcharge my duty, and as 
far as the Lonp has led me into the knowledge 
of his will, and revealed unto me his divine 
counſel, I have always declared 1t unto 
you. have preached the doctrine of the fall, 
and pointed out with my beſt abilities the de- 
| pravity of human nature ; I have repeatedly 
ſhown that man 1s in a loſt condition und with- 


. 


out ability to extricate himſelf from the miſery 
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in which he is involved, or to ſave himſelf from 
the wrath which he has incurred. I have 
preached redemption through the blood of the 
Lamb. I have exhibited Jzsvs as the only 
Saviour, and ſhown that there is no other name 
given among men whereby we muſt he ſaved. 
I have pointed out the dignity of his perſon, 
as the great Gop and our Saviour, the validity 


of his ſacrifice and the efficacy of his blood. 


[ have preached the doctrine of regeneration, 
and proved from ſcripture and reaſon, that 
without a divine change produced by the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, there is no poſſibility 
of entering the Kingdom of Gop. The eſſects 
of this change have been deſcribed, when 1 
have treated on the work of ſanctification, 
whereby our ſins are fubdged; and our fouls 
are quickened, ſo that we are enabled to pur- 


ſue the will of Gop and ſeek thoſe things which 


{9 4 


ure above. I have declared the doctrines of e- 


lefting love, adoption, and juſtification by the 
righteouſneſs of CursT, which is imputed to 
every one that is taught to believe in his name. 
For by the deeds of the law, can no fleſh living 
be juſtified.” For Cur1sT is the end of the law 
for righteouſneſs to every one that believeth. 
Rom. x. 4. I have preached the final perſe- 
verance of the Saints, and have ſhewn that 
where the work is effectually begun, it ſhall be 
carried on, for he hath ſaid, *The righteous 
ſhall hold on his way, and the paths of the juſt 
ſhall be as the ſhining light which ſhineth more 


and more unto the perfect day.” 


Theſe my Brethren, are parts of the counſel! 
of Gop, which Paul always inſiſted on, and 
which you are conſcious my Friends, I have 
not ſhunned to declare unto you. I am not 


conſcious of having kept back any thing that 
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; might have been profitable to your ſouls, either 


in point of doctrine, practice or experience: 
Nor am I conſcious of having at any time, ſaid 
any thing in this pulpit, willingly and deſigned- 
ly; that I have now need to recant. It has ever 
been my ſtudious endeavour to profit my hear- 
ers, and this grand object I have ſtrenuouſly pur- 


ſued, through every diſcouragement. 


Thirdly, They who are faithful to Gop, 
themſelves and their hearers, will be concerned 
to declare all the counſel of Gop; altho' on that 
account their names may be caft out as evil. 
This was the conduct of all the true Prophets, 
of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf and all the holy Apoſtles; 
And this is the conduct of all the faithful Min- 
iſters of Jesus unto this preſent day; they will 
not deny the truth, they dare not be unfaith- 
ful; Tho' Devils rage and Men blaſphcm2.” 
Should they be tempted with bribes, flattered 


. - , 
with ſmiles, or terrified with frowns; none of 


theſe things will cauſe them to recede from 


their purpoſe, or induce them to give up the 
truth as it is in Ixsus. 

We proceed in the ſecond place to the Apoſ- 
tles ſolemn appeal, Wherefore I take you to 
record this day, that I am pure from the blood 
of all men.” Solemn appeal indeed! who but 
an inſpired Apoſtle could venture to adopt ſuch 
language. I am conſcious my brethren that 
imperfection has been ſtampt on all that I have 


ever done or ſaid, fo that were I to be judged 
by the rectitude of my conduct, I am not pure 


from the blood of any. But reſpecting my 
motives and deſigns, both in my doctrine and 
practice, fince I have gone in and out before 
you as your Miniſter, I think I may ſay I am 
pure from your blood. It any of you are loſt, 


you cannot fairly charge me with unfaithful- 


„ 


neſs, and ſay you are loſt for want of plain 


dealing; therefore you will be left without ex- 


cuſe, and may juſtly be charged with your own 
deſtruction, becauſe you have refuſed to receive 
correction and to turn at the reproofs that have 


been given. 


Permit me now to addreſs the different claſ- 


ſes that appear in this Aſſembly. 


And firſt, I ſhall addreſs you whoſe minds are 


free from prejudice, and have received the truth 


in love. I take you to record, I call you to 


witneſs that I am pure from your blood; be- 
cauſe I have been faithful to your ſouls. And 
I know that many of you are ready to teſtify, 
that Gop has made me the honoured inſtru- 
ment in awakening your conſciences, and turrs 
ing you from the ways of fin. When firſt I ap- 


peared in this pulpit, you were in the gall of 


41 


bitterneſs and bonds of iniquity; you were un- 


concerned about your future ſtate, and blindly 
purſuing the road that leads to deſtruction. 
But now, you are taught to believe the goſpel, 
to call upon the name of the Lox, to turn from 
the paths of fin, and ſeek ſalvation in Jxsus 
Cugisr. Surely then you have abundant rea- 
ſon to admire the conduct of providence in di- 
recting me to this place, and to bleſs the name 
of the adorable Redeemer, who has held me as 
a ſtar in his right hand and made me a bleſſing 
to your ſouls. See then that ye walk circum- 
ſpectly.” Let your light ſo ſhine before men 
that they ſeeing your good works, may glority 


your Father who is in Heaven.” 


Brethren, my heart's deſire and prayer is that 


end. © Be thou faithful unto death, is the lan- 


guage of our compaſſionate Redeemer, and I 


OR D „„ 6 * 4» 
een OTE 2x nd 


you may hold on your way and continue to the 


I oo 


will give you a crown of life.” Many are the 


14 


temptations, and various the conflicts you will 


meet with while paſſing through this vale of 


4 
* 


tears; watch therefore and pray, that you may 
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be delivered from every ſnare, and preſerved to 


the day of eternal redemption. Let me intreat 
you to keep your eyes upon Iꝝsus; be conſtant- 
ly ſoliciting his aid, and looking unto him for 
direction, ſupport and ſucceſs. Thus you will 
be enabled to go from ſtrength to ſtrength, in 
the ways of religion, until you appear in the 
regions of perfect bliſs; then ſhall I preſent you 
to Jesvs, as the ſeals of my miniſterial labours, 
and the crown of my rejoiceing. With what 
rapturous joy ſhall I deliver up my charge, 
while you with acclamations are admitted to 
thoſe happy manſions of ſupreme delight! But 
ſhould any of you make it appear by a future 


departure from the truth and a final falling a- 


G 


way, that the root of the matter was never in 
you, remember I am {till pure from your blood. 
In this caſe, your own mouths will condemn 
you. For you have acknowledged the truth 
of my doctrine; you have received me as a 
tcacher ſent from Gon; you have according to 
your own confeſion, felt the force of divine 
truth upon your hearts; therefore to turn back 


muſt to you be dreadful beyond all poſſibility 
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of deſcription. It is my earneſt prayer that you 


may not be of them who draw back unto per- 


N. 
5 | 
| 
"$4 
1 

E| 


dition; bat of them that believe to the ſaving 


* 
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of the ſoul. Permit me to make one ſmall re- 
gueſt in behalf of myſelf; which is this, let me 
nave an intereſt in your petitions at the throne of 
grace intreat the Lo to keep me from the pow- 
ers of darkneſs, to fill me with his divine love, and 


make me faithful, active and uſeful to the end. 


Secondly, I ſhall addreſs you, who have oc- 


„n 


Wo 
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þ f caſionallhonored me with your preſence and 


audience. I take you to record, I call you to 
witneſs, that I am pure from your blood. I 


| Þ*Z have not ſought to impoſe on your underſtand- 


ings with florid language, well turned periods, 
and ſoft cadences; neither have I kept back or 
omitted thoſe parts of divine truth which might 
be deemed harſh and ſevere, but have attempt- 
ed to commend my ſelf to your conſciences in 
the ſight of Gop. You are ſenſible ny friends 
that I have not endeavoured to ingratiate my- 
ſelf into your eſteem, by preaching ſmooth 
things; you know that I have been a faithful 
reprover. How often have I pointed out the 
vanity of a form of godlineſs, without the pow- 
er? How frequently have you been informed- 
that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
Loxp? How often have you heard the neceſſity 


of faith in CurtsT, of repentance towards 


1 


Gop; of foreſaking your ſins, and renouncing 


your own righteouſneſs? How often has Jesvs 

been exhibited to your view, as © The chief a- 

mong ten thouſand, the altogether lovely? 

As the only propitiatory ſacrifice whoſe blood 
is ſufficient to cleanſe from all ſin, and as © The 

LoRD our righteouſneſs, In whom all the 
ſeed of Iſrael ſhall be juſtified and ſhall glory?” 
May you be enabled to believe the report that 
has been ſo often ſounded in your ears, and ſeek 
falvation in that Jesvs, Who has been evi- 
dently ſet forth as crucified among you.” Then 
all I meet you with joy another day, and we 
Mall ſpend a happy eternity together in the king- 
dom of Gop. But if you continue in fin and re- 
fuſe to repent; if you ſlight the meſſages of grace, 
which I have often delivered in the name of my 
great Maſter, be aſſured that your caſe will be 


deſperate, you muſt die in your ſins, your blood 


( 17 ) 
will be upon your own heads, and I muſt ap- 
pear as a witneſs againſt you in the day of his 
_ appearing. 

In the third place, give me leave to addreſs 
you, who have uſed every method in your pow- 
5 er to accelerate my removal. I alſo take you 
| to record, I call you to witneſs, that I am 
pure from your blood. I may juſtly ſay of 
ſome of you, as Paul ſaid of Alexander the cop- 
per- ſmith, you have done me much wrong; but 
I deſire to imitate my divine Maſter, who when 
he was ſuffering upon the croſs, amidſt the in- 
ſults and reproaches of an enraged multitude, 
poured forth his fervent prayers, in the behalt 
of his moſt inveterate foes and cruel murderers, 
ſaying, © Father forgive them for they know 
not what they do.” At the ſame time I would 
be thankful to divine grace, that I have been 


enabled fo to deport myſelf among you that my 


1 
moral character is perfectly untinged, and I 
may defy the mouth of calumny itſelf to fix a 
blot. Some of you perhaps may think that you 
are doing Gop ſervice in ſetting yourſelves a- 
gainſt me, and endeavouring to drive me from 
a place. where I have been rendered eminently 
uſeſal, and from a people who have ſat under 
my miniſtry with real delight; whilſt they were 
inſtructed in the true principles of chriſtianity, 
and built up in their moſt holy faith: but, I 
muſt leave you to him that perfectly knows all 
our ways, and whoſe eyes behold all our ſecret 
ſprings of action. I doubt not but you are 
ready to aſſert the ſincerity of your intentions, 
in the methods you have taken. But, when you 
conſider what diſorder and confuſion have been 
introduced into a once flouriſhing church, by 
your conduct; (not to mention the uneaſineſs 


vou have given me from time to time) the con- 


( :19 .) 


ſequenoes prove that you have followed a wrong 


leader, and I fear you will bring a ſcourge upon 
yourſelves. But I am pure from your blood, I 
call you to witneſs, I appeal to your conſcien- 
ces, that I have never been unfaithful to your 
ſouls. I have not ſhunned to declare all the 


counſel of Gop even to you. And after all that 


| you have ſaid and done, I with you no leſs feli- 


city than that which I wiſh to my beſt friends: 
May you obtain merey.--- May you have grace 


vo repent, and to fit you for everlaſting happi- 


ꝛeſs. If you conſider that miniſters are men 


and not angels; on the one hand you will eſ- 


teem them as the ſervants of CurisT, and on 


the other you will enter into all their circum- 


ſtances, and ſympathize with them in all their 


feelings. I have been ready to wait upon you 


in private as well as in public when you were 


Y poſed to receive my ſervices, but if at any 


( 20 3) 


time you were not inclined to receive me; it 


would be exceedingly unjuſt to lay the blame 


on my ſhoulders: I know that ſome of you 
have been long indiſpoſed to receive the word 
which I have preached in this place; but I am 
{| -ongly inclined to believe, that this indiſpoſi- 
tion was the effect of prejudice; which natu- 
rally tends to blind the minds and harden the 
hearts of thoſe who are under its influence, 
However, I am perſuaded that the word which 
I have preached ſhall not return to him that 
ſent it, without anſwering ſome valuable end; 
and altho' ſome may count me their enemy be- 


cauſe I have told them the truth; I know that 


the foundation, upon which my doctrine is 


built, ſtands for ever ſure, nor can all the pow- 


ers of darkneſs remove it. 


Before I diſmiſs this head give me leave to ob- 


ſerve, Firſt. The work of a miniſter is attend- 
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ed with ſingular difficulties. © When I ſay unto 
1 the wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die; and thou 
giveſt him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn 
7 the wicked from his wicked way to ſave his life : 
3 the ſame wicked man ſhall die in his iniquity ; 
: but his blood will I require at thine hand. 
7 Ezek. 111. 18.“ This brings to my mind the 
0 ſaying of good Mr. HExERY, who when ſpeak- 
ing of miniſters obſerves; If they are faithful 
men will curſe them, and ſhould they be found 
falſe they expoſe themſelves tothe curſe of God. 
Secondly, We may obſerve, it is a peculiar mer- 
cy to be found faithful in fo great a work. No- 
thing ſhort of a divine power can enable a min- 
iter to be faithful, when he 1s ſure that his 
faithfulneſs will expoſe him to the cenſures or 
thoſe whoſe good will he may highly eſteem, 
b and on whom he may in a meaſure depend for 


temporal ſupplies, Thirdly, Miniſters ovght 
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(£22) 
to be treated with a great deal of tenderneſs; 
they certainly do not know the value of a faith- 
ful miniſter who treat him as a common meni- 
al ſervant, and endeavour to make him truckle 
to all their tempers and whims. The Apoſtle 
who beſt knew what reſpect was due to the mi- 
niſterial character, hath ſaid 1. Thes. v. 12, 13. 
And we beſeech you brethren, to know them 
that labour among you and are over you 
in the LoxD; and to eſteem them very 
highly in love, for their works fake.” 
Fourthly. They that would profit by the word, 
ſhould be concerned to hold up the hands 
of the Munfter, by ſincere and fervent 
prayer, © Brethren, (ſaith the Apoſtle) pray 
for us,” as if he had faid, our work is important, 
our enemies. are potent, and our ſtrength is 
ſmall, thereſore we need an intereſt in your 


prayers. And if an inſpired Apoſtle ſtood ui 
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any need of the peoples prayers, how much more 


inferior Miniſters. 


We proceed to the third thi ng propoſet, 
which is to conſider the affurance that St. Paul 


gives of his final departure. And now be- 


hold, I know that ye all among whom I have 


gone preaching the kingdom of God, ſhall ſee 
my face no more.” Here we may note. Firſt. 
The Apoſtles diligence, tho' driven from Ephe- 
ſus under diſcouraging circumſtances, he did 
not decline the work, nor fink into timidity, 
but {till continued to imitate his divine Maſter 
who went about doing good, Paul ſerved a 
good Maſter, and he was faithful in the work 
to which he had been called; and for which he 
was ſo admirably well qualified. This con- 


demns all ſuch who ſpend their time in vain and 


ſinful purſuits, and have no proper concern 


for the intereſt of religion and the ſalvation of 


( 24 ) 
ſouls. St. Paul was a preacher whoſe example 
is worthy of imitation; and thoſe who imitate 
him beſt, are like to be the moſt uſeful in the 
churches of CyxrisT, Secondly. We may here 
take notice of what the Apoſtle did. And firſt, 
Hie did not go about as a tale-bearer, to kindle 
the fire of contention, nor as a backbiter, to 
injure the reputation of his abſent brother, and 
wound the character of his neighbour. Such 
characters are extremely dangerous, whether 
they are in a private, or publick capacity; and 
they have often been the inſtruments of intro- 
ducing confuſion, diſcord and miſery into ſo- 
cieties, both civil and religious; of which we 
have too frequently had occular demonſtration. 
Let me intreat you then my dearly beloved, to 
abſtain from this practice yourſelves, and tc 
ſhew yeur diſapprobation of it wherever you 


ſee 1t. Secondly. He did not go abont to 


3 


difleminate the tares of falſe doctrine, and poi- 


ſon the ſouls of men with erroneous principles. 
This is a practice which too many purſue with 
avidity. Satan has got many ſervants at work 
this day in England, who are attempting to eſ- 
tabliſh his throne by ſapping the foundation of 
our holy religion. Some, endeavour to make 
CunisT the miniſter of ſin, by denying the ne- 
ceſſity of ſanctification ; others ſet aſide the va- 
lidity of his facrifice, by denying the divinity of 
his perſon, and multitudes oppoſe the doctrine 
of juſtification by his imputed righteouſneſs ; 
altho' that alone, 1s adequate to the demands 
of that ſacred law which we have violated, 
Thirdly. The Apoſtle went about preaching 
the kingdom of Gop; that is to ſay, he preach- 
ed the goſpel, which is the word of the kingdom. 


This is the proper work of a miniſter of Jxsus, 


WM tho! it is not the only work he has to do. Ile 


(26 ) 
muſt zire himſelf to ſtudy; he muſt conſult the 
ſacred ſcriptures, and ply the throne of grace, 
for wiſdom, patience, faithfulneſs and ſkill : he 
muſt occaſionally viſit the afflicted and diſtreſs- 
ed, and be ready to give a word in ſeaſon to ſuch 
as repair unto him for advice. But I am not 
addreſſing myſelf to an aſſembly of divines, 
therefore I forbear to enlarge upon the duties 
of a miniſter; but ſhall juſt obſerve, that ſince 
their work is ſo intereſting, and of ſo arduous a 
nature; great is the ſin, and aggravating are 
the crimes of thoſe characters, who, inſtead of 
helping them forward in their difficulties, make 


it their buſineſs to oppoſe them and ſlaken 


their hands. 


But Thirdly. Let us attend to the Apoſtles 
painful aſſertion. Ye ſhall ſee my face no 
more.” This muſt have been like a dagger to 


their ſouls. They had many cauſes for ſorrow, 


(27) 

ſuch as the deines which drove the A- 
poſtle from them. -Their own unprofitable- 
neſs while under his miniſtry. The cloud 
which now hung over their church, but moſt 
of all * That they muſt ſee his face no more.” 
Had the Apoſtle ſaid he would viſit them again, 
hope, like a ſun-beam pervading the gloomy 
dungeon, would have ſhed ſome chearing ray 
upon their complicated horrors, But circum- 
ſtanced as they then were, grievous wolves 
without determined to devour; pretended 
friends within lurking to betray ; Their father, 
their {hepherd, torn from them and never to be 
permitted to return! Oh how keen the an- 
guiſh !---Bleflings diſeſteemed, or not improved 
are juſtly taken from us. And we are con- 
vinced too late of the real value oi them, by a 
painſul ſenſe of their loſs. * Our bleſſings 
brighten as they take their flight,” With what 
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6 
painſ al pieaſure do they now trace the former 
arduous ſteps of their moſt juſtly endeared, and 
indefatigable Apoſtle and Father; while for the 
ſpace of three years he went in an out before 
them! How inſtructive and pathetic were 
his ſermons! How fatherly all his counſels 
and admonitions.---What affectionate tender- 
neſs accompanied all his reproofs!---With 
what ſympathy did he bare with all our weak- 
neſſes and infirmities, while he ſet us the moiſt 
circumſpect and unblemiſhed example. What 
muſt we no more behotd the face of our beloved 


Apoſtle? Muſt we for ever be deprived of his 


excellent labours of love?“ Muſt we no more 


hear the pleaſing theme of ſalvation drop from 
his infpired tongue? Methinks I ſee the heav- 


ing breaſts and flowing tears of the attentive 


audience: While they vent their exquiſite 


zriefs in ſtreaming torrents. Permit me my 
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Brethren to adopt the Apoſtle's language. I 
have often ſtood with pleaſure in this pulpit, to 
declare the great truths of religion and preach 
the goſpel of CarisT; but now I may ſay unto 
you all, it 1s probable that here, you will ſee 
my face no more, it is probable that from this 
pulpit you will no more hear me, proclaim the 
glad tidings of ſalvation. Your loſs may be 
very inconſiderable. But how can I ſuſtain the 
ſhock? How ſhall I give up my cear children 
in the faith? My moſt beloved people, ſuffer 
me to boaſt a little may I not ſay without ar- 
rogance, that I have the honour of being firſt 
inſtrumental in turning your feet from the 
paths of vice and miſery, and guiding you into 
the way of peace? Was it not by my unworthy 
2 voice that your ears were engaged to attend to 
me glad tidings of ſalvation, and your hearts 


to yield to the ſweet and ſoftening touches of 


8 
divine grace? What, and mult I no more be- 


hold your faces in this aſſembly? Muſt I no 


longer go in and out before you? Mult I never 
more have the pleaſure of hearing you declare 
what the Lorp has done for your ſouls, and {| 
what delightful ſeaſons you have enjoyed un- 1 
der the means of grace? O that my head were 


waters and mine eyes a fountain of tears; that 


I might weep over my beloved family in this 


place !---O ye by ſtanders!---Can ye behold 


this ſcene and not be affected ?---Can ye ſee a 
miniſter torn from a people, many of whom 
are dear to him as his own ſoul, and not ſhed 
a ſympathetic tear? But what ſhall I ſay to 


yau, who have bcen the authors, the promoters 


and the ſupporters of the ſcheme that has 
brought matters to this painful criſis ?---Are 
your hearts harder than a rock?---Are your 


breaſts Incapable of feeling ?---Are your eyes 


C32 3 
incapable of dropping the penitential tear ?--= 
Then I will turn from you, and addreſs the 
throne of grace in the language of the Poet, 
« Strike mighty grace, our flinty hearts, 
Till melting torrents flow, 
And deep repentance drown our eyes, 
In undiſſembl'd woe.” 
I can truly fay, that it was not my intention to 


have left this place, until a certain train of cir- 


cumſtances made it appear to me, that a re- 


moval was requiſite. Had I been treated with 
that reſpect which is due to the miniſterial 
character, 1t 1s not even probable that I ſhould 
now have been engaged in preaching a farewell 
termon.---But I haſten to conclude, with a 
few obſervations only. And Furſt. I Would 
obſerve that religion is too often brought into | 
contempt by its profeſſed advocates; there are 


lome perſons who while with one hand they 


1 
profeſs to hold it up, with the other, they give 
it a moſt fatal ſtab and lay it bleeding upon 
the ground. This is the conduct of thofe 
characters who act under the influence of bi- 
gotry, prejudice and error; which are always 
inſeperably connected; and produce effects of 
the moſt diſagreeable nature, deſtructive to har- 
mony, tranquility and every ſocial tie, Such 
perſons frequently do more injury to the inte- 
reſt of the Redeemer than thoſe who are his 
open and avowed enemies. Secondly. I would 
obſerve, that altho' religion may ſuffer from 
the bad conduct of ſome who profeſs a real re- 
gard for its welfare, yet it is no phantom. 
Religion is a real and ſubſtantial thing. It is 
the beginning of life in the foul; it has a hap- 
Py tendency to ſweeten all our cares and trials; 
it perfumes the character of the good man; it 


fits us for the important article of death, and 


| © 33 3 
prepares us for eternal glory. Let it then be 


your higheſt ambition to prove to all around, 
that ſuch is the religion which you poſſeſs. 
Thirdly; I would obſerve that Miniſters ought 
to be men of experience, faith and patience. 
Firſt. They ſhould be men of experience. A 
Minifter ſhould know himſelf, be acquainted 
with'his own heart, and have a right knowledge 
of Jesus'CurIsT. And it will be of fingular 
aſe to him, to have a general acquaintance with 
men and things. I hope recent events will 
happily improve my mind in this moſt deſira- 
ble ſcience. Secondly. He ſhould be a man of 
faith. This is efſential to the chriſtian cha- 
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racter, and it is of the utmoſt importance to 
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the Miniſter of Cur1sT; that he may believe 
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the accompliſhment of divine promiſes, and be 
ſupported under dark diſpenſations of divine 
providence, Thirdly. He ſhould be a man of 
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patience, This is always neceſſary, becauſe he 
will mect with a variety of circumſtances which 
will call for the exerciſe thereof. As he has ts 
do with perſons of very different complexions, 
he will find that what one applauds, eſteeming 
it laudable and proper, another will cenſure 
and condemn. For inſtance, a grave and ſolid 
turn, will be highly eſteemed by ſome, whilſt 
others will repreſent it in quite a different light; 
calling it ill nature and an unſociable diſpſition. 
But Miniſters ſhould be deaf to cenſure and 
praiſe 5 they ſhould not be too much elevated, 


hy the one, nor too much caſt down on account 
of the other. In all theſe reſpects the Apoſtle 
is a pattern to chriſtians in general and to Min- 
iſters in particular. How rich was his exper- 
3ence?---How ſtrong his faith? How remars 
Fable his patience under the various conflicts, 


oppoſitions and perſecutions Which he experi- 


pe 

enced. Laſtly. 1 would obſerve, that altho 
we are about to part, ahd you are not like to 
ſee my face again in this pulpit; there is a 

ſolemn day approaching when we muſt all meet 
in one auguſt aſſembly, before the judgment ſeat - 
of Chriſtt--And that will be either a day of ter- 
ror, or delight; according to the ſtate in which 
it finds us. If we are then found in a ſtate of 


unregeneracy, under the guilt of ſin and the 
influence of the prince of the power of the air; 
we muſt be driven to the horrid regions of 
everlaſting darkneſs; where that wrath which 
is revealed from Heaven againſt all unrigh- 
teouſneſs of men, will be diſplayed in all its 
dreadful forms. But if we are found under 
the benign influences of the ſpirit of truth, if 


we appear in the righteouſneſs of CurisT, if 


we are waſhed from all our ſins in the blood of 
Jesvs, with what divine delight? With wha: 
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extatic joy, ſhall 3 ae 1 
ever bleſſed? Then, in the preſcence dF Angels 
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and Saints, we ſhall riſe to the regions of in- 


finite bliſs, In that awful period every cha- 


racter will be unmaſked; vice ſhall not appear 


under the notion of virtue, nor ſhall virtue be 


repreſented under the character of vice Then 


we ſhall perfectly diſcern detween the rightecus 
and the wicked, and Gon ſhall judge the ſeorets 
1 of men. Seeing that theſe things muſt come 
to paſs, let me intreat you to be, © Steadfaſt 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
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the-Lozp.” And now Brethren, I commend-: 


you'to Gop, and to the word of his grace, whieh: : 


is. able to build you up, and to give you an 
wheritance among all them that are ſanctiſted. 


Inn. 
* 
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